method for examining oral traditions in social contexts, and introduces them to the difficulties of translating oral tradition into print.
In the second assignment, students work in small groups to generate and perform a shared social context for their individual performances of African American, Cherokee, and European American oral traditions from John Burrison's collection of Southern stories (Burrison 1991) . Showing excerpts from the film Songcatcher (2000), about ballad collecting in Appalachia, provides vivid models of the emergent nature of oral traditions in social interactions.
Since the tales in Burrison's book were collected in interview situations rather than in everyday social contexts, the students must use their analyses of the possible overt and covert ends of the tales to construct hypothetical and believable interactions that call the tales into being, and weave them together into a plausible speech event. These group performances embody the theory of the performance approach in folkloristics as they illustrate how oral traditions are embedded in social contexts and serve social functions.
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